
       Minutes of a Meeting of the Mid Sussex District Council Liquor 
Licensing Panel held on Wednesday 24 August 2016 

from 10.00 a.m. to 11.20 a.m. 
 
Present: Councillors:  Peter Reed (Chairman) 
 Bruce Forbes 
 Ginny Heard 
 

Officers in attendance: Franca Currall, Solicitor to the Panel   
  Paul Thornton, Senior Licensing Officer 
  Craig Marshall, Democratic Services Officer 
 
Also in attendance: Michael George Dart (The Applicant) 
   

LS.1 SUBSTITUTES AT MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES ETC. - PROCEDURE RULE 4 
 

None. 
 

LS.2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None. 

LS.3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 None. 
 
LS.4 APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE – PRINCE ALBERT 

PUBLIC HOUSE, COPTHORNE BANK, COPTHORNE, RH10 3QX 
 
 Introduction and outline of the report 
 
 Paul Thornton, Senior Licensing Officer introduced the report and explained the 

application for a new premises licence. He stated that the co-applicant Tarrom Lewis 
Dart, is the designated premises supervisor, and that the applicant has applied to 
build eight bedrooms attached to the current premises. He directed Members to the 
timings set out in pages one and two of the report and noted that there has been a 
further amendment as representations had been received from two residents. 

 
He told Members that the applicant had agreed to withdraw the request for extended 
opening hours on bank holiday weekends and notable festival events, and would 
instead apply for a Temporary Events Notice as and when these events occur. He 
stated that the main contentious issue is the request to be able to host live music 
between 1.00pm and midnight Thursday to Saturday weekly. He reminded Members 
that live music is deregulated between the times of 8am and 11pm.  
 
The Senior Licensing Officer stated that Sussex Police and Environmental Health 
had approached the applicants with a number of conditions which had been agreed 
and are set out in conditions number one to seven below. He summarised the 
representations received from local residents set out in page 41 of the report. The 
residents object to the licensable activity of live music, stating that they can hear the 
music whilst indoors and that the patrons are sometimes rowdy when leaving. One 



Member wished to know whether there had been any complaints regarding noise or 
music in the past, to which the Senior Licensing Officer confirmed they had not 
received any. 
 
Submission by the Applicant 

 
 The applicant stated that since the objections raised by the local residents he has 

made sure that the doors and windows are always shut when live music is being 
played. He states that he has conducted decibel readings outside his premises when 
music has been playing, the highest reading being 64dB and the lowest 55dB. He 
takes these readings at three separate locations away from the premises. He said 
that once the extension has been completed he will claim his VAT back and use this 
to double glaze the existing premises and install air conditioning. 

 
Questions from Members of the Panel 

 
 The Chairman stated that there needed to be a Noise Management Order put in 

place and this needed to be approved by Environmental Health. He sought to clarify 
with the applicant that music will be played until midnight on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday every week. The applicant replied that he usually has music every Friday 
night but that the request for Thursday and Saturday nights is there just in case he 
wishes to have music on the night, but this is not a regular occurrence. 

 
 One Member enquired whether the applicant was happy with the proposed 

conditions, which he said he was. In response to another question by a Member, he 
explained that currently customers are allowed to drink in the smoking area and 
agreed it may be difficult to stop them drinking outside late into the night, but he does 
have signs requesting customers to respect the neighbours and remain quiet. A 
Member explained that talking at night travels and this could disturb residents. 

 
A Member asked whether there had been any complaints about the pub at all, to 
which the Senior Licensing Officer explained there had been complaints about the 
pump for the bouncy castle in the garden. The applicant confirmed that this is being 
rectified and that there is a complaint diary behind the bar if any other complaints 
arise. 
 
The Senior Licensing Officer reminded the Committee that it would be difficult to 
enforce a ban on drinking after 11.00p.m. in the garden but allow it in the smoking 
area. Council Policy 9.4 passed by Mid Sussex District Council on 1st May 2015 
stipulates that there should not be drinking outside after the hours of 11.00p.m. This 
policy is also in place in other local government areas and originates from World 
Health organisation guidelines on noise. The Solicitor to the Panel also agreed that it 
would make the condition unenforceable. The applicant wished to know whether this 
condition is used in other establishments in the district, The Senior Licensing Officer 
confirmed that any new licenses will have this condition attached. 
 
The Chairman stated that he would not want the Committee to depart from Council 
Policy and clarified with the Senior Licensing Officer that smoking would be permitted 
in the smoking shelter past 11.00p.m. but drinking would not. One Member wished to 
know the stance on vaping, to which the Senior Licensing Officer said it was up to 
business owners to allow vaping in their premises or not and there is currently no 
legislation relating to this, although there is likely to be in the future. 

 
 The Interested Parties did not attend the hearing. 
 



As there were no more questions the Chairman announced that the Panel would 
break to consider their decision. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 10.22 a.m. to consider the application and 
reconvened at 11.18 a.m. for the Panel to deliver their decision 

 
 The Chairman announced that the Panel would grant the application, confirming that 

drinking would not be permitted in the smoking area or the garden after the hours of 
11.00p.m. The Chairman also added that the production of the Noise Management 
Plan be suspended until the building works that were subject to planning permission  
DM/15/4045  had been constructed and the letting rooms were ready to be occupied 
by paying guests. In the interim the applicants were to continue to monitor noise 
levels and ensure all windows and doors were to be shut and remain shut when live 
music took place on the Premises. The applicant agreed to this condition together 
with a condition as set out in number eight below.   

 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

The application for a Premises Licence be approved, subject to the following 
conditions: 

1. A noise management plan shall be in place. This plan will be reviewed as necessary 
and at least annually to ensure it is fit for purpose. This Condition will not come into 
force until the works permitted under planning permission DM/15/4045, have been 
completed and the letting rooms forming part of the building are occupied by paying 
guests. 

2. The premises will operate an age verification policy set at a minimum of 25 years, 
whereby any person attempting to buy alcohol who appears to be under 25 will be 
asked for photographic ID to prove their age. Signage advertising the policy will be 
displayed at the point of sale as a minimum. 

3. Digital CCTV and appropriate recording equipment to be installed in accordance with 
Home Office Guidelines relating to UK Police Requirements for Digital CCTV System 
(PSDB Publication Number 09/05), operated and maintained throughout the 
premises internally and externally to cover all public areas, including the entrance to 
the premises. The system shall be on and recording at all times the premises licence 
is in operation.  

a. The CCTV cameras and recording equipment must be of sufficient quality to 
work in all lighting levels inside the premises at all times.  

b. CCTV footage will be stored for a minimum of 31 days   

c. The management will give full and immediate cooperation and technical 
assistance to the Police in the event that CCTV footage is required for the 
prevention and detection of suspected or alleged crime.  

d. The CCTV images will record and display dates and times, and these times 
will be checked regularly to ensure their accuracy.  

e. Subject to Data Protection guidance and legislation, the management of the 
premises will ensure that key staff are fully trained in the operation of the 
CCTV, and will be able to download selected footage onto a disk for the 
police without difficulty or delay and without charge to Sussex Police.  

4. The premises shall at all times maintain and operate a sales refusals log and an 
incident log book. These will be kept to record all refusals and incidents of crime or 



disorder. These records shall be kept for a minimum of twelve months, and made 
immediately available upon request to the Local Authority Licensing Officers and 
Sussex Police Officers or Licensing staff 

5. All staff members engaged, or to be engaged, in selling alcohol on the premises shall 
receive full training pertinent to the Licensing Act, specifically in regard age-restricted 
sales, and the refusal of sales to persons believed to be under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs. Induction training must be completed and refresher training 
thereafter at intervals of no more than six months. All restricted sales training 
undertaken by staff members shall be fully documented and signed by the employee 
and the DPS. All training records shall be made immediately available upon request 
to the Local Authority Licensing Officers and Sussex Police Officers or Licensing staff 

6. Sales of alcohol for consumption off the premises will only be made in sealed 
containers 

7. The garden to the rear of the pub will be closed at 2300 hours. No alcohol will be 
consumed in the garden after this time. It may only be used beyond this time for 
customers who are smoking. 

8. Notices shall be displayed requesting customers to leave quietly. 

 

 
The Chairman announced that the Decision Letter would be prepared and sent within the 
next five working days and informed the meeting that all parties including the Interested 
Parties had the right to appeal against the decision and any appeal must be made within 21 
days of the receipt of this Letter. Any appeal must be made to Brighton Magistrates Court. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman. 


